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Healthy, Caring Schools Improving Student Learning 
Learning Skills and Work Habits

Learning skills and work habits are one example of a targeted
and evidence based strategy for student success. The develop
ment of learning skills and work habits needed to succeed in
school and in life begins early in a child�’s schooling. As students
move through the grades, they develop and then consolidate
their learning skills and work habits in preparation for postsec
ondary education and the world of work. Teachers and families
work with students to help them develop the following learning
skills and work habits:

Responsibility
Organization
Independent work
Collaboration
Initiative
Self regulation

 

Numeracy 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Math and Literature

Doing mathematics as you read literature is a real possibility if you choose the
right books. The following passage from contemporary literature, and the ac
companying questions, can give you some ideas on how to mix math and your
reading.

The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Jester
Bullseye Books, New York, 1961

�“Oh, we�’re just the average family,�” he said thoughtfully; �“mother, father, and
2.58 children�—and, as I explained, I�’m the .58.�”

�“It must be rather odd being only part of a person,�” Milo remarked.

�“Not at all,�” said the child. �“Every average family has 2.58 children, so I always
have someone to play with. Besides, each family also has an average of 1.3
automobiles, and since I�’m the only one who can drive three tenths of a car, I
get to use it all the time.�”

Questions:
What are averages? When are they useful? Are they �“real�” numbers?
Every middle school child should be able to discuss averages. What does
average mean to you?

Read all about it!

Show your child how important reading is in everyday life.
Reading can be more than books! Point out different places
that labels, signs and printed words can be found. Talk about
how reading helps you find information, relax, learn more,
imagine, create, discover and have fun.

Just for fun, this month, point to and read aloud:
¨ labels and cooking instructions on foods you eat. Start with
the cereal!
¨ the weather forecast in the local newspaper, on the
computer or TV.
¨ the scores for your favourite sport�’s team.
¨ advertisements on the bus when you use public transit.
¨ street names and other signs when out for a walk.
¨ amenu or the placemat at a restaurant.
¨ the school newsletter or calendar.
¨ a funny story from the newspaper or share a comic strip you
enjoy.

Terry Fox was diagnosed with bone cancer in his right leg in 1977 and

had his leg amputated 15 cm above his knee. While in the hospital,

Terry was so overcome by the suffering of other cancer patients that he

decided to run across Canada to raise money for cancer research. Terry's

Marathon of Hope took place in 1980 with the simple objective of in

forming Canadians of the importance of finding a cure for cancer. With

fierce determination, he ran an average of 42 kilometres every day for

143 days. Terry was forced to end his run on September 1, 1980 when

the cancer spread to his lungs. To date, over $600 million has been

raised worldwide for cancer research in Terry's name. Many schools

across the Hastings and Prince Edward District School Board will be hold

ing their own runs, throughout the month of September, in honour of

Terry Fox and families, friends and community members who have suf

fered with cancer.


