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Tips for Success

Test Taking Information

T
he Ontario Secondary School Literacy
Test is a graduation requirement.  For
that reason we want you to feel well

prepared.  You will be writing the OSSLT on
Thursday, April 11 during periods 1 and 2.  We
will be running a Mock Test on Thursday, April 4
so you will be aware of where you are supposed
to be and the procedures that will be followed. 
The test protocols are very strict so we want you
to be aware of how the test will be
administered.

To help you get ready, your teachers will  be
providing you with sample questions.  It is very
important that you do your best work on all
activities.  Your work will be monitored and if you
require additional support you will be withdrawn
from class.  All of your work will be organized for
you in a file which you will have returned to you
prior to the test.  You will have completed nine
activities in total.  If you missed one and would
like to have a copy see Mrs. Fraser in Student
Services.  Please show your parents the Literacy
Support page on our school’s website.  There is a
link on the homepage providing many supports
for the OSSLT.

In past administrations of the test the work of
successful writers had the following
characteristics.
1. They used big ideas and details to

support generalizations; broad
vocabulary; and connected purpose,
audience and form.

2. They used a range of literacy and fluency
skills; and produced their own ideas.

3. They used symbols and visualization in
understanding and expression; and
transferred skills and prior knowledge to
new situations.

Test Writing Tips - Reading Sections

Tips for the reading selections:

• Manage your time well so you finish.
• Read the questions first to help you

predict what the selection will be about.
• Skim and then read closely.
• Underline or highlight important

information.
• Think about what you are reading and

ask yourself questions.
• Try to “see” what you are reading.
• Look for links between what you are

reading and experiences you have had.
• If you read a word you do not

understand, look for a root word that
you know inside the larger word; look
for prefixes and suffixes.

• If you still don’t understand the word,
read to the end of the sentence and look
for clues. Try reading the sentences
before and after to see if you can find
meaning.  If a long sentence has you
confused, reread it and try to put it in
your own words.

• If you are having trouble understanding
an idea, either read on until the
meaning becomes clearer or stop and
reread.

• Be sure to reread the selections.
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Tips for the multiple choice questions:
• Read all four answers and cross out

those that are obviously incorrect.
• If necessary, read relevant parts of the

selection to choose the best or most
correct answer.

• Record the answer on the Student
Answer Sheet as described in the Test
Instructions.

Tips for the open-response questions:
• Read and reread questions carefully.
• Make connections between ideas and

information in the reading selection and
your experience.

• Answer the questions using specific and
relevant details and information from
the reading selection.

• Keep your answer within the six lines
provided.

• Reread your response and correct any
errors you notice.

Test Writing Tips - Writing Sections

Tips for writing the news report:
• Look closely at the headline and picture. 

Think of an event that relates to them.  
• Make up the information and facts as

you answer some or all of the questions:
Who? What? Where? When? Why?
How?  Write these in the rough notes
area.

• Pretend you are writing for a newspaper,
not for a radio or television station.

• Do not write an advertisement, for
example, as that is not the form of
writing required.

• Write your report using the third person
(he/she/they).

• Write in the past tense.
• Include two quotes from two different

perspectives.

Tips for writing the series of paragraphs
expressing an opinion:
• Read the topic question and decide

what position you will take in your
response. 

• Create an outline of your response in
the rough notes area.

• Clearly state your opinion at the
beginning of your response.

• Write five paragraphs.  Include an
introduction, three body paragraphs (it
would be best if you stated three
reasons for your opinion) and a
conclusion.

• Support your opinion with reasons and
relevant examples or facts.

• Make sure the divisions between
paragraphs are clear (use transition
words - also, therefore, moreover).

Tips for short writing tasks:
• Read and reread the question carefully.
• Think of links between the topic and

your knowledge and experiences.
• Answer the questions using specific

details and relevant information.
• Reread your response and correct any

errors you notice.

General Test Writing Tips

The night before the test:
• Review the work you have done in

preparation for the OSSLT.
• Make sure you have all the necessary

materials ready (pens, pencils, eraser,
highlighters, etc.).

• Get a good nights sleep.

The morning of the test:
• Dress comfortably in layers (the room

may be too warm or too cool for you).
• Eat a good breakfast so your brain has

fuel for the day.
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