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PlagiarismPlagiarism

� What is plagiarism????
– Using other people’s ideas and words without 

giving credit to the source



Why does plagiarism occur?Why does plagiarism occur?

� Lack of time and organization

� It seems impossible to say it as well as the 
author did

� Lack of real understanding of the content

� Failure to write down where you found the 
information so you’re not sure what to 
reference



Why is plagiarism often Why is plagiarism often 
unintentional?unintentional?

Lack of understanding of:

� what needs to be referenced

� how to paraphrase

� the process that occurs between research 
and writing



What Needs to be ReferencedWhat Needs to be Referenced

� Another person’s idea, opinion or theory

� Any facts, statistics, graphs, pictures that 
are not common knowledge---not found in 
numerous sources

� Quotations

� Paraphrasing 



Plagiarism is very common in Plagiarism is very common in 
paraphrasingparaphrasing

WHY????

1. The reader doesn’t clearly understandthe 
meaning of the text and as a result uses some of 
the same wording and sentence structure of the 
original.   IT IS NOT OK just to change a few 
words.  Knowledge of your subject is very 
important.

2. Paraphrasing takes timeso organization and 
planning are important.



ParaphrasingParaphrasing

In order to be acceptable paraphrasing the 
following criteria must be met:

1. It must accurately reflect all of the main  
points of the original.  Paraphrasing is not 
a summary.

2. It must be in your own wordsAND 
sentence structuremust be original

3. It must be referenced



University of Wisconsin University of Wisconsin 
Successful Successful vs vs Unsuccessful ParaphrasingUnsuccessful Paraphrasing

http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.html

Source (MLA Style)
University of Wisconsin. “Successful vs Unsuccessful Paraphrases.”  The Writer’s Handbook: Avoiding 

Plagiarism.  The Writing Center @ The University of Wisocnsin, 2009. Web. 29 Nov. 2011.

Source (APA Style)
University of Wisconsin. (2009). Successful vs unsuccessful paraphrases. Retrieved from 

http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.html



Avoid Plagiarism by Avoid Plagiarism by 
Understanding Paraphrasing Understanding Paraphrasing 

Do you know if you are plagiarizing?
http://edu.hpedsb.on.ca/css/images/stories/userfiles/files/Paraphrasing%20Exercises%202011.pdf

� Go to the CSS Web Page
� Click on the ‘Library’ Tab
� Click on ‘Referencing’
� Click on ‘Paraphrasing Exercises’
� Follow the instructions



How do How do youyou research?research?

Is this an accurate reflection of your research 
process?

1. You have gone into a number of websites and 
cut and pasted the information that you think 
you might need, without reading it really 
carefully.  You’ll do that later.

2. In the midst of copying and pasting you have 
neglected to copy and paste all of the reference 
information you need

3. Or…you have printed a number of articles 
which you will take the time to read later.



You have your informationYou have your information
Now what do you do?Now what do you do?

1. Highlight articles, looking for data you 
might use in your essay.

2. Cut and paste information that you will 
probably use in your essay

NO



READREAD

You need to readin order to understand your 
entire topic so you can develop a plan for 
your essay.  What will your thesis be and 
what arguments will you use? 

Your research should be used to support your
ideas

Knowing your topic well will also make 
paraphrasing easier



Three Step Inquiry ProcessThree Step Inquiry Process

Step 1
Research/Gathering of Information

Make sure that all material has proper 
documentation included!!!



Three Step Inquiry ProcessThree Step Inquiry Process

Step 2
Processing and Planning

� Reading
� Understanding
� Linking
� Planning your essay

This is the step that is often forgotten.  You 
must know your topic well in order to write 

about it in your own words



Three Step Inquiry ProcessThree Step Inquiry Process

Step 3
Writing

Clearly develop your thesis and arguments
The essay should be YOUR conclusions, 

supported by you research which should 
be correctly documented



Research Supports Research Supports Your Your 
IdeasIdeas

Prior to the 20th century many philosophers believed that it was human nature to

put one’s own survival first, especially when living conditions were precarious.  

Thomas Hobbes was representative of this view.  The natural condition of 

mankind, according to Hobbes, is a state of war in which life is “solitary, poor, 

nasty, brutish, and short” because individuals are in a “war of all against all” (Finn).

Taken from:

Finn, Stephen. “Hobbes: Methodology.” Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy. 9 May 2009. 

Web. 17 May 2010.


