
APA - Citing References in Text

This style of citation briefly identifies the source for readers and enables them to locate the entire
source of information in the Reference list at the end of the paper.  “Each reference cited in  text
must appear in the reference list, and each entry in the reference list must be cited in text”
(Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 2010, p. 174).

General Information:
The following applies to all type of citations listed below:

gStandard format - (Name, Year). You never need month or day
x If the author is mentioned in the text of your paper, only the year is necessary, as long as the
study cannot be confused with other studies cited in the essay/article.
If it is a direct quotation, the page number must be included (Kessler, 2003, p. 213).

Work by a single author:
gEarly onset results in a more persistent and severe course (Kessler, 2003).
x Kessler (2003) found that among epidemiological samples...
x In 2003, Kessler’s study of epidemiological samples showed that...

Work by Multiple Authors:
If a work has two authors, cite both names every time the reference occurs in the text.  When a
work has three, four or five authors, cite all authors the first time the reference occurs.  In
subsequent citations, include only the surname of the first author, followed by et al.  If there are six
authors or more, use the first author and et al. from the beginning.

Smith, Jones, Black, and White (2008) found.....    (First citation)
Smith et al. (2008) found...

Groups as Authors (Corporations, Government agencies etc.):
Full name first time.  Abbreviation in subsequent entries.

National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH, 2003).
NIMH (2003).

Works with No Identified Author:
Cite the first few words of the reference list entry (usually the title) and the year.  Use double
quotation marks around the title of an article, chapter or a web page and italicize the title of a
periodical, a book, a brochure , or a report.

on free care (“Study finds,” 2007).
the book College Bound Seniors (2008).


